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1
TASSEL TOPPER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to graduation cap
tops. Specifically, this invention relates to a decorated gradu-
ation cap top that removably secures to a standard graduation
cap and a process of manufacturing such a decorated gradu-
ation cap top.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Graduation caps have remained unchanged for countless
generations. Typically, a graduation cap is a solid color
matching the colors of the graduating body (e.g., high school,
university). In general, graduation caps in the current art are
further comprised of a tassel that lays over a side of the
graduation cap and are flipped to another side to represent the
successful graduation of a student.

While graduations are typically celebrations of pomp and
achievement, the graduation uniform itself, as headed by the
graduation cap, leave much to be desired. This is especially
true in the case of a large graduating class. With every gradu-
ate wearing exactly the same outfits, frequently it is hard for
a parent or other attendee of the ceremony to identify their
loved ones in the crowd.

Some individuals have taken to modify their graduation
caps by sowing on permanent designs or placing glitter or
other craft materials on their graduation caps. These modifi-
cations are typically either permanent or may otherwise dam-
age the graduation cap itself. Since many individuals merely
rent a graduation cap, permanent modifications or modifica-
tions that damage a graduation cap are notideal. Additionally,
modifying the graduation cap itself can be less than ideal, as
later displaying the entire graduation cap can be difficult.

Another problem with modifying graduation caps in the
previously described manner is that it can be time consuming,
expensive and potentially impossible to modify a graduation
cap to have a design with a high level of detail since all the
modifications made directly to the graduation cap require an
individual to perform them by hand or potentially send the
graduation cap out for modification.

Therefore, there is a need in the art for a graduation cap
modification system that allows for easy, convenient afford-
able modification of a graduation cap without causing dam-
age to the graduation cap itself. These and other features and
advantages of the present invention will be explained and will
become obvious to one skilled in the art through the summary
of the invention that follows.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a high grade graduation cap top that is capable of
being removably attached to a graduation cap without dam-
aging the graduation cap itself.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
graduation cap top is comprised of a connection means, a
substantially flat base and a design surface. The present
invention may also include a decorative display stand for
allowing the display of the graduation cap top.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
connection means is configured to allow the graduation cap
top to be attached to a graduation cap without causing damage
to the graduation cap. The connection means may be further
configured to allow a tassel attached to the graduation cap to
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be moved from one position to a second position, even when
the graduation cap top is connected to the graduation cap.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
substantially flat base is configured to be attached to the top of
a graduation cap. In an exemplary embodiment, the substan-
tially flat base portion will be of the same size and shape as a
top portion of a graduation cap.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
design surface is located on top of said substantially flat base
and is configured to receive a design. In an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, the design surface will
be integrated with or printed on said top of said substantially
flat base.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
decorative display stand is configured to receive the gradua-
tion cap top and retain it in an angle and means suitable for
public display.

The foregoing summary of the present invention with the
preferred embodiments should not be construed to limit the
scope of the invention. It should be understood and obvious to
one skilled in the art that the embodiments of the invention
thus described may be further modified without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a standard graduation
cap as is known in the prior art;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of a standard graduation
cap with connection means attached to a top surface of said
standard graduation cap, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 shows a bottom perspective view of a high grade
graduation cap top, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 shows a top perspective view of a high grade gradu-
ation cap top, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 shows a top perspective view of a high grade gradu-
ation cap top, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of a decorative display
stand, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a decorative display
stand and high grade graduation cap top, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED SPECIFICATION

The present invention generally relates to graduation cap
tops. Specifically, this invention relates to a decorated gradu-
ation cap top that removably secures to a standard graduation
cap and a process of manufacturing such a decorated gradu-
ation cap top. According to an embodiment of the present
invention, the graduation cap top is comprised of'a connection
means, a substantially flat base and a design surface. The
present invention may also include a decorative display stand
for allowing the display of the graduation cap top.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
connection means is configured to allow the graduation cap
top to be attached to a graduation cap without causing damage
to the graduation cap. Connection means may include, but are
not limited to, Velcro connectors, non-damaging adhesives,
putty, double sided tape (e.g., Tesa® 4965) or magnets (e.g.,
use of one or more ferromagnetic materials attached to either
the graduation cap or the graduation cap top and one or more
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small magnets attached to the graduation cap or the gradua-
tion cap top, utilized in conjunction to hold the graduation cap
and the graduation cap top together). One of ordinary skill in
the art would appreciate that there are numerous types of
connection means that may be used in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention.

The connection means may be further configured to allow
a tassel attached to the graduation cap to be moved from one
position to a second position, even when the graduation cap
top is connected to the graduation cap. This is achieved by
having connection means placed in such a manner as to allow
a movement channel to exist between the graduation cap and
the graduation cap top. In an alternate embodiment of the
present invention, a tassel channel may exist in the graduation
cap top, allowing for the tassel and/or a graduation cap button
to be threaded or extended through the tassel channel of the
graduation cap top.

One advantage of having the graduation cap top be remov-
ably connectable to the graduation cap is that if the graduating
body requires or desires to have certain periods of time where
the graduation cap should remain unmodified, the graduation
cap top is easily removable to allow for such periods of time.
For instance, during group photographs, it may be desired to
have the entire graduating class have matching graduation
caps. During this time, the graduation cap top, as described
herein, may be removed, and replaced after such time has
ended.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
substantially flat base 10 is configured to be attached to the
top of a graduation cap by way of the aforementioned con-
nection means. Typically, the substantially flat base 10 will
have a portion of the connection means attached to a lower
surface 30 in order to be attached to the connection means that
are placed upon the graduation cap. For example, a Velcro
connection means may be comprised of 2 parts, one attached
to the graduation cap and one attached to a lower surface 30 of
said substantially flat base 10 of the graduation cap top.

In an exemplary embodiment, the substantially flat base
portion will be of the same size and shape as a top portion of
a graduation cap. In this manner, the substantially flat base
portion will be configured to fit perfectly over the top of the
graduation cap and match the size and shape of an unmodified
graduation cap. In an alternate embodiment, the substantially
flatbase portion could be ofa size that is larger or smaller than
the top portion of a graduation cap. One of ordinary skill in the
art would appreciate that substantially flat base portions of
numerous sizes could be used in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention, and embodiments of the
present invention are contemplated for use with any size
substantially flat base portions.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, said
design surface 20 is located on top of said substantially flat
base 10 and is configured to receive a design. In an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, the design surface 20
will be integrated with or printed on said top of said substan-
tially flat base 10. The design may consist of any artwork,
design or text that an individual may desire. Ideally, the
design will be printed on a top surface of said substantially flat
base 10, allowing for high quality designs to be utilized.

Designs may be individually selected or chosen from one
or more standard designs. For instance, designs may repre-
sent the logos of sports teams, college insignias, famous catch
phrases, company logos or any other fanciful design. One of
ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that there are numer-
ous types of designs that may be utilized with embodiments of
the present invention, and embodiments of the present inven-
tion are contemplated for use with any type of design.
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Designs may also be comprised of standard designs with
additional modifications. For example, a design may be com-
prised of the logo of a professional sports team modified with
personalized text. In this manner, individuals will have the
ability to further personalize the invention.

The designs may be printed on the design surface 20 in
numerous manners. For instance, in an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, the design surface 20 will be
printed on using a flatbed desktop UV based substrate printer.
Alternate embodiments may utilize screen printers or any
other printer capable of printing a high quality design on said
design surface 20. One of ordinary skill in the art would
appreciate that there are numerous types of printers that may
be utilized with embodiments of the present invention, and
embodiments of the present invention are contemplated for
use with any type of printer.

The graduation cap top, as described herein, may be com-
prised of a relatively thin and rigid or semi-rigid material. In
an exemplary embodiment, the graduation cap top may be
comprised of plastic white core PVC material with a horizon-
tal thickness of approximately 0.03 inches, similar to the
horizontal thickness of a credit card or hotel room key. This
allows for the invention to be manufactured at a low cost
while retaining durability, quality and light weight features.
The graduation cap top may also be laminated to further
increase durability and to protect the printed design from
wear. One of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that
there are numerous materials that the graduation cap top may
be manufactured from, and embodiments of the present
invention are contemplated for use with any type of manufac-
turing material.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
invention may be further comprised of a decorative display
stand, configured to receive the graduation cap top and retain
it in an angle and means suitable for public display. In this
manner, after the graduation ceremony is over, the graduation
cap top may be stored and displayed in a convenient and
professional manner. The display angle may be any fixed or
adjustable angle, ranging completely horizontal to com-
pletely vertical and any angle inbetween.

The decorative display stand may be constructed from a
material that accentuates the graduation cap top. For instance,
the decorative display stand may be constructed from stained
wood, natural wood, glass, ceramic or porcelain. One of
ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that there are numer-
ous types of materials that the decorative display stand may
be constructed from, and embodiments of the present inven-
tion are contemplated for use with any type of material.

Turning now to FIG. 1, a perspective view of a standard
graduation cap as is known in the prior art is shown. In this
FIG. 1, an unmodified top surface 11 of a graduation cap is
shown.

In FIG. 2, a perspective view of a standard graduation cap
with connection means 21 attached to a top surface of said
standard graduation cap, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention, is shown. The connection means 21
may be applied to an unmodified top surface 11 of a standard
graduation cap.

In FIG. 3, a bottom perspective view of a graduation cap
top, in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, is shown. The connection means 31 are designed to be
attached to the connection means 21 that were previously
attached to the unmodified top surface 11 of the standard
graduation cap.

Turning now to FIG. 4, a top perspective view of a high
grade graduation cap top, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention, is shown. The connection means 21
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attached to said top surface of said standard graduation cap
are attached to connection means 31 of said graduation cap
top. Additionally, a high quality print design 41 is shown.

Turning now to FIG. 5, a top perspective view of a gradu-
ation cap top, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, is shown. In this FIG. 5, the graduation cap
top is attached to said standard graduation cap in such a
manner as to allow an attached tassel to move from a first
position 51 to a second position 52.

FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a decorative
display stand, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. The decorative display stand is configured
to receive the graduation cap top when the graduation cer-
emonies have been completed. The decorative display stand
may be configured to hold the graduation cap top at an angle
appropriate for storage and viewing.

While multiple embodiments are disclosed, still other
embodiments of the present invention will become apparent
to those skilled in the art from this detailed description. The
invention is capable of myriad modifications in various obvi-
ous aspects, all without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention. Accordingly, the drawings and descrip-
tions areto be regarded as illustrative in nature and not restric-
tive.

The invention claimed is:

1. A removable graduation cap topper, comprising: a sub-
stantially flat base having a top surface and a bottom surface,
wherein the top surface may include a printed design,

wherein the bottom surface includes one or more connec-

tion means configured to removably secure said substan-
tially flat base to a top surface of a graduation cap,
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wherein said graduation cap includes connection means
corresponding to said one or more connection means of
said topper;

wherein a gap exists between the graduation cap topper and
the top surface of the graduation cap when the topper is
affixed to the graduation cap, such that said gap allows a
tassel attached to the graduation cap to be moved along
the periphery of the graduation cap, through said gap,

wherein the removable graduation cap topper covers at
least a central area of the top surface of the graduation
cap.
2. The removable graduation cap topper of claim 1,
wherein said substantially flat base is laminated with a pro-
tective covering.

3. The removable graduation cap topper of claim 1,
wherein said one or more connection means is selected from
a group of connection means comprising Velcro, adhesives,
double-sided tape, and magnets.

4. The removable graduation cap topper of claim 1,
wherein said substantially flat base is constructed from a
plastic core comprised of white PVC.

5. The removable graduation cap topper of claim 1,
wherein said one or more connection means obstruct said
tassel from moving continuously along the periphery of said
graduation cap.

6. The removable graduation cap topper of claim 1,
wherein the flat base is made of a rigid or semi-rigid material.
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